


2008 Highlights
Responding in Crisis

In November, as families across the region struggled with basic
needs, GCF created the Heat & Eat Fund with $256,000 for emergency

food, rent, shelter and utility assistance across our eight-county region.
A critical needs alert to supporters added more than $200,000 to the fund

from individuals and foundations, including the Farmer Family Fund of GCF,
Carol Ann and Ralph V. Haile Jr./U.S. Bank Foundation and The Andrew Jergens

Foundation. A total of $458,930 was distributed to 18 agencies.

Other local and global critical needs alerts caught the attention of GCF donors and concerned
Cincinnatians. Contributions were made to relief efforts for Cyclone Nargis in Myanmar, Hurricane

Ike in the Gulf Coast, and the Sichaun earthquake in China. Donors also joined GCF in emergency funding
to replace inoperable boilers at  YWCA’s historic downtown headquarters. Technology has made it
possible for us to get the word out quickly about priority needs, and you have answered the challenge!

All these efforts paved the way for GCF to create the Weathering the Economic Storm Fund in February
2009 to help stabilize and support families affected by the economic downturn, and to help ensure the
stability and security of the nonprofit sector. GCF committed $1 million to this effort and more than
doubled that amount from other foundations, corporations, and individual donors. www.gcfdn.org/WTES

“GCF’s leadership role in raising
awareness of community needs
motivates people looking for
direction on how their contributions
can make the best impact.”
– Bernard L. McKay, member, Frost BrownTodd LLC

“I’ve never been prouder than I am

right now to be associated with the

community foundation.”

– Jeanne-Marie Tapke, chair, Northern

Kentucky Fund of GCF

“Thank you for the people you

are going to save and the

families you are going to heal.”

– Sojourner Recovery Services client



By the Numbers
• GCF had a record year in contributions received

($76.4 million) and grants distributed ($65.5 million).

• Individuals, families and businesses with donor advised funds made
$52 million in grants to causes they cared about.

• More than $272,000 was granted to 176 schools and 127 nonprofit groups
through GCF’s Grants for Kids programs.

• GCF marked its 45th anniversary in May 2008. Since 1963, GCF has made almost
$465 million in grants.

• $10.2 million was received from bequests or other deferred gifts.

• 84 new funds were established in 2008, bringing the total number of funds at GCF to more than 1,600.

• Two-thirds of new funds were referred to the Foundation by trusted professional advisors.

• Like all foundations, GCF has lost net asset value due to market volatility, ending the year
with net assets valued at $362 million.


